X

Probabillity puzzles

4 Imagine the Junk Punks were to hide a sack of fruit in a barrel
and there were only two barrels.

When we come along to find them, we would have one chance in
two of finding the sack in the first barrel we check.

To put it another way, the probability of them finding the fruit
in the first barrel is one in two, or . 1
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If there were four barrels the probability would be one in four
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If there were four barrels but three sacks of fruit to hide, the
probability would be three in four or _. 3
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Try to work out the answers to these puzzles...
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1. Imagine the Junk Punks had hidden two sacks of fruit somewhere

in ten barrels. Only one sack will fit into a barrel.
What is the probability that the Food Dudes would find a sack in the
first barrel they check?

2. Imagine they look in one barrel and itOs empty. What is the
probability that they will find a sack in the next barrel?

3. Ok, so theyOve checked out two barrels and still havenOt found
a sack. WhatOs the probability of there being a sack in the next barrel?

4. How many barrels might they have to check before they could
be certain of there being a sack in the next barrel?

5. The Food Dudes have found the missing fruit and taken it back
to its owners. They decide to play a trick on the Junk Punks. When
the Junk Punks come to remove the hidden fruit they discover that
the Dudes have filled the warehouse with 100 barrels. WhatOs the
probability that the Junk Punks will find a fruit sack in the first barrel
they check?
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